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YOUNGARTS BEGINS 40™ ANNIVERSARY YEAR AND
LAUNCHES NEW BRANDING AND WEBSITE

2022 ARTS COMPETITION APPLICATION OPENS JUNE 22, 2021
ARTISTS AGES 15 - 18 ENCOURAGED TO APPLY

MIAMI, FL — June 10, 2021 — YoungArts, formerly known as National YoungArts Foundation,
announces its upcoming 40th Anniversary year today by rolling out a new look, launching a new website,
and officially shortening its name to YoungArts. Working in partnership with Paula Scher and her team at
Pentagram, the new bold and contemporary visual identity captures the spirit of YoungArts and its
mission to identify, cultivate and support artists. The new brand identity launches today on the
redesigned youngarts.org, where the YoungArts competition for the next generation of artists will open
on June 22, 2021.

“We are excited to share the new creative identity that Paula Scher and the team at Pentagram have
helped develop for YoungArts,” said Executive Director Jewel Malone. “Anniversaries are occasions to
reflect, celebrate and most importantly commit to the future. As YoungArts looks back at our first 40
years, we see the extraordinary artists we are proud to call YoungArts award winners and opportunities
to do more for each and every one. The past year has brought into focus how important, and yet how
economically vulnerable, artists are in the U.S., and we are working to ensure that all award winners can
continue to rely on us for support and opportunities to advance their careers.”


http://youngarts.org/
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Immediately identifiable, the new YoungArts logo is held by a set of brackets, a graphic motif that
conveys what is special about the foundation—that it identifies a select group of emerging artists, brings
them into a diverse and dynamic community, and stays with them as a support system throughout their
artistic lives. The wordmark is set in Degular, a strong, high-contrast typeface with letterforms that
structurally echo the curved brackets. The framework can be easily extended to various programs and
initiatives, making them instantaneously recognizable as part of YoungArts.

“The identity reflects the unique nurturing aspect of YoungArts. The symbol of the brackets instantly
conveys the organization’s role as a support system for artists. It was the happiest of all possible
solutions—both recognizable and meaningful at the same time,” says Paula Scher. “It positions
YoungArts as being pivotal in building the foundations of an artist and their lifelong career—unlike any
other arts foundation.”

YoungArts award winners, accomplished artists across the visual, literary and performing arts, are
identified when they are 15-18 years old (or in grades 10-12) through a national arts competition. The
2022 competition will open on June 22, 2021. Applications are reviewed by esteemed discipline-specific
panels of artists through a rigorous blind adjudication process. Artists are awarded in three levels—
Finalist, Honorable Mention and Merit—based on their caliber of artistic achievement. Upon being named
a YoungArts award winner, artists will have access to creative and professional development support
throughout their careers. YoungArts is the sole path to becoming a U.S. Presidential Scholar in the Arts.
For more information and eligibility requirements please click here.


http://www.youngarts.org/competition

The organization’s signature program, National YoungArts Week will be held in Miami in January of 2022
and will welcome 2022 YoungArts award winners at the Finalist level from across the country for an all-
expenses-paid weeklong intensive and opportunities for audiences to meet the next generation of artists.

Additional information about the anniversary season will be announced at a later date.

About YoungArts

YoungArts was established in 1981 by Lin and Ted Arison to identify the most accomplished young
artists in the visual, literary and performing arts, and provide them with creative and professional
development opportunities throughout their careers. Entrance into this prestigious organization starts
with a highly competitive application process for talented artists ages 15-18, or grades 10-12, in the
United States, that is judged by esteemed discipline-specific panels of artists through a rigorous blind
adjudication process. All YoungArts award winners receive financial awards and the chance to learn from
notable artists such as Debbie Allen, Mikhail Baryshnikov, Frank Gehry, Wynton Marsalis, Salman
Rushdie and Mickalene Thomas as well as past YoungArts award winners such as Daniel Arsham,
Terence Blanchard, Camille A. Brown, Viola Davis, Allegra Goodman, Josh Groban, Judith Hill, Tarell
Alvin McCraney, Andrew Rannells, Desmond Richardson and Hunter Schafer.

YoungArts award winners are further eligible for exclusive opportunities including: nomination as a U.S.
Presidential Scholar in the Arts, one of the nation’s highest honors for high school seniors; a wide range
of creative development support including fellowships, residencies and awards; professional
development programs offered in partnership with major institutions nationwide; additional financial
support; and access to YoungArts Post, a private, online portal for YoungArts artists to connect, share
their work and discover new opportunities.

For more information, visit youngarts.org, Facebook, Instagram or Twitter.

About Pentagram

Pentagram is the world’s largest independently owned design studio, with offices in New York, London,
Austin and Berlin. Founded in 1972, the firm is owned and run by 24 partners, a group of friends who are
all leaders in their creative fields. The studio creates everything from identities, environments and
advertising, to products, digital experiences and installations. It has worked with a range of leading
institutions and organizations including the Museum of Modern Art, the Public Theater, Jazz at Lincoln
Center, the Metropolitan Opera, the New York City Ballet, the New York Philharmonic, the Library of
Congress, the National Gallery of Art, the Sundance Institute, Warner Bros., Google, Netflix, American
Express, Citibank, and many more.
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